
First-Feis to Prizewinner Solos
First Feis Reel Trophy & Tir Na Nog Special!
Beg/Adv-Beg Trophy
Nov-PW Trophy 
Treble Reel/Slip Jig Specials
Preliminary and Open Championships (A)
Teams and Adults

Beg/Adv-Beg Trophy (blackout optional)
Nov-PW Trophy (blackout optional)
Preliminary and Open Championships (B)
Championship Slip Jig and Treble Reel Specials
Best in the West Championship Belt Special
Madonna Nixon Slip Jig Special
Boys Championship Cup

Saturday April 20 Sunday April 21

For information and updates visit mattierin.com/feisinthewest
and follow us on Facebook and Instagram @feisinthewest!  

PRESENTED BY THE EMERALD ISLE DANCERS ASSOCIATION

APRIL20-21st, 2024

Please note that this schedule is tentative and subject to change based on registration.



Mattierin Irish Dance and the Emerald Isle Dancers'
Association are very pleased to invite you to the 19th
Annual Mattierin Spring Feis in the West.
 
The Mattierin Spring Feis in the West is coming your way and we can't
wait to see all your smiling faces at our FEIS! We will be doing everything
in our power to give all the dancers and their family and friends a fantastic
weekend they deserve. 

The Mattierin Spring Feis in the West is registered with An Coimisiún le
Rincí Gaelacha, the North American Irish Dance Teachers’ Association
and the Western Canadian Irish Dance Teachers’ Association. 

The Mattierin Spring Feis in the West is offering dancers many
chances to dance on stage such as:

DOUBLE Preliminary Championships
DOUBLE Open Championships
DOUBLE Beg/Adv Beg Reel Trophy competitions
DOUBLE Nov/Prz Treble Jig Trophy competitions
Best in the West Championship Belt Special
Madonna Nixon Slip Jig Special and Boys Championship Cup
Tir Na Nog Special 
TEAMS

There will be Perpetual Trophies awarded to all Championship and Trophy
competitions. Preliminary Championships will be single year from U10
through U16. Based on minimum five competitors for each age group.

The annual Music Competitions times will be published in the final
schedule.

SPECIAL COMPETITIONS 
Feis in the West Art and Soda Bread Competitions!  

Welcome!
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Register at feisworx.com
Closing date for entries is March 22nd, 2024. 
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General Information
Registration, Accommodation, Vendors, Sponsorship

Entry Fees 

Family Admission Fee
Solo Competitions
Figure Dancing
Beg/Adv. Beg Trophy
2nd Chance Beg/Adv. Beg Trophy
Nov/Prz Trophy
2nd Chance Nov/Prz Trophy
First Feis Trophy
Slip Jig & Treble Reel Trophy 
Tir Na Nog
Prelim and Open Champ A (Sunday)
Prelim and Open Champ B (Saturday)
Choreography
Family Maximum

$45 
$7
$5
$20
$20
$20
$20
$20
$20 
$10 
$50
$50
$45 
$150**

   /family* 
 /dance per competitor
 /competitor per team
   /each per competitor 
   /each per competitor*
   /each per competitor 
   /each per competitor*
   /each per competitor* 
   /each per competitor*
   /each per competitor*
   /each per competitor      
   /each per competitor*
   /dancer per team
   

* Not included in family max
** Excluding competitions noted above with an *
***Second chance Beg/Adv Beg and Nov/PW Trophy Sunday – blackout is optional

Payments by E-transfer or Cheque
Payment can be made via e-transfer or cheque using the payment information notes below. Please
include your dancer’s name and dance school in the memo or comments. 

Email: payments@feisinthewest.ca
Question: What is the password?
Answer: west2024

Interac E-Transfer Cheque

Payable to: EIDA
Address:

c/o Erie Melnychuk 
9227 190 Street

Edmonton, Alberta Canada



Late Entries & Cancellations
Payment must be received prior to the feis, or late fees will apply. Entries after March 22nd are subject
to a $25 late fee. Your entry on Feisworx is your commitment to pay. If you decide not to attend the
feis, please withdraw your entry prior to the closing date.  No substitutions, or changes accepted after
the closing date, with the exception of updates to dancer status. 

*There are no refunds after the closing date.*
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Accommodation
We have secured a fantastic group rate of $149/night for a standard room at the beautiful Westin
Downtown Edmonton. The block is under EIDA-Mattierin Spring Feis in the West. Rooms are ready to
be booked – to secure your room at the block rate please book by Tuesday, March 19th, 2024. Online
booking is now available at: https://www.mattierin.com/feisinthewest

Vendors
Vendor tables are available at the feis for $100 for the first table plus $50 for each additional table.
Tables are limited, so please book as soon as possible. Please contact info@feisinthewest.ca to reserve
a table. 

Deadline: April 3, 2024

Program Advertising and Sponsorships
Program adverts are available at the following rates:

Full page: $100
Half page: $50
Quarter page: $25

We also have a wide variety of sponsorship and advertising opportunities available, for more
information, please contact info@feisinthewest.ca (780-984-7638) for more information.

Program Ad Deadline: April 3, 2024

https://www.mattierin.com/feisinthewest
mailto:info@feisinthewest.ca
mailto:info@feisinthewest.ca


Championship Specials
Madonna Nixon Memorial Slip Jig Special
First place winners in the Championship Slip Jig specials perform one
step down the line. 
 
The “Best in the West” Perpetual Belts

Minor Belt (U13)
Junior Belt (U16)
Senior Belt (16&O)

The first place winners from both Preliminary and Open
Championships in each age group qualify to dance – one soft shoe
and one hard shoe step down the line. 

Boys Championship Cup  
All boys who dance in championships qualify to dance - one hard
shoe, one soft shoe.

M A T T I E R I N  S P R I N G  F E I S  I N  T H E  W E S T

Schedule

First-Feis to Prizewinner Solos
First Feis Reel Trophy Special
Tir Na Nog Special
Beg/Adv-Beg Trophy & Treble Reel/Slip Jig
Specials
Novice-PW Trophy & Treble Reel/Slip Jig Specials
Teams and Adults
Preliminary and Open Championships 
Soda Bread, Music and Art Competitions

Saturday April 20

Beg/Adv-Beg Trophy (blackout optional)
Nov-PW Trophy (blackout optional)
Preliminary and Open Championships 
Championship Slip Jig and Treble Reel Specials
Best in the West Championship Belt Special
Madonna Nixon Slip Jig Special
Boys Championship Cup  

Sunday April 21



Perpetual Trophies
Reel & Treble Jig Trophy, Slip Jig Specials, All Championships
Perpetual trophies are provided for all Championships and Reel, Treble Jig, and Slip Jig Trophy
competitions, including Perpetual Belts for the “Best in the West” Minor, Junior, and Senior Belt
championship specials, a Perpetual Cup for the Boys Championship Special, and a Perpetual for the
Madonna Nixon Memorial Slip Jig Special. 
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Sashes
Provided for Preliminary and Open Championships 1st, 2nd  and 3rd place winners. 

Music Competitions
Non-Dancer entrants who are not officially part of a dance school may enter as well at the Feis on
Saturday. Music competitions are open to all - dancers and non-dancers alike. Performances are limited
to 2.5 min wherein competitors can play one or more Irish tunes of their choice. Ages as of January 1,
2024. You can enter ($20/entrant) on Feisworx.com or at the feis. 

Tir Na Nog
The Tir Na Nog competition gives our youngest (U6), non-competitive dancers a chance to hit the
stage and show off their dancing skills. All entrants will receive a medal at the end. 

Art Competition
Non-Dancer entrants who are not officially part of a dance school may enter as well at the Feis on
Saturday. The Art competition is open to all - dancers and non-dancers alike. Entry is $10/art piece. All
art must be submitted by 11:00 AM at the feis on Saturday, April 20th and must be taken home after
the awards. Be sure art is labelled clearly with name, age, and phone number. Art must have Irish
cultural theme (legends, celtic knots, etc.) and can be created with any art medium (paint, sketch,
crayon, sculpture, etc.). 

Soda Bread Competition
Non-Dancer entrants who are not officially part of a dance school may enter as well at the Feis on
Saturday. The soda bread competition is open to all - dancers and non-dancers alike. Entry is $10/loaf.
Entries will be judged on appearance, texture and taste. Soda Bread must be submitted by 11:00 AM at
the feis on Saturday, April 20th. The winner will be announced after lunch. All entries are property of
the feis once submitted.
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Feis Rules

1. Competitions are open only to amateurs. Only students of teachers registered in good standing
with The W.C.I.D.T.A., The I.D.T.A.N.A., and An Coimisiun Le Rinci Gaelacha may compete.

2. Competitor's ages will be determined as of January 1, 2024.

3. Music shall be in accordance with regulation metronome speeds.

4. Costumes must follow the guidelines established by the IDTANA and CLRG.

5. Categories
Beginner - A dancer who has not qualified for Adv. Beginner for that dance. 
Advanced Beginner - A dancer who has received qualifying place in that particular dance
in the Beginner level but has not yet qualified to move on to Novice in that particular
dance. 
Novice - A dancer who has received qualifying place in that particular dance in the
Advanced Beginner level but has not yet qualified to move on to Prizewinner in that
particular dance. 
Prizewinner - A dancer who has
received qualifying place in that
particular dance in the Novice level
but has not yet qualified to advance to
Preliminary Championships. 
Beginner / Advanced Beginner
Trophies – Open to dancers who
dance the majority of their dances in
the Beg / Adv. Beginner level in solos.
A dancer must advance to
Novice/Prizewinner trophy if they
receive two first place trophies, or if
they advance in the majority of their
solo levels.
Beginner / Advanced Beginner
Trophies – Open to dancers who
dance the majority of their dances in
the Beg / Adv. Beginner level in solos.
A dancer must advance to
Novice/Prizewinner trophy if they
receive two first place trophies, or if
they advance in the majority of their
solo levels.
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Novice / Prizewinner Trophies – (Treble Jig 32 bars, choice of two speeds) Open to dancers
who dance the majority of their dances in the Novice or Prizewinner level in their solos. Also
open to dancers who have previously won two first place trophies in the Beg/Adv Beginner
Trophy competitions. Dancers in ALL age groups dance the Treble Jig. 
Preliminary Championships – Open to dancers who have won two first place trophies in the
Novice/ Prizewinner Trophy competition, and who have not previously won two first place
Preliminary Championships. 
Open Championships – Open to dancers who have previously won two first place Preliminary
Championships. 

Competitors may only dance each dance once. Competitors entered in First Feis may repeat the Reel &
Light Jig in Beginner. 

6. A competition may be cancelled or moved up to the next age category if there are fewer than three
entries. If there is a large entry (as per W.C.I.D.T.A .rules), the competition will be split at the
discretion of the feis committee. 

7. All Competitors must be in the hall 60 minutes before their competition is scheduled 

8. All dancers must be in complete dance costume, including shoes, to receive any award. 

9. Under no circumstances are the adjudicators or the musicians to be approached during the feis. The
decision of the adjudicator is final. 

10. No steel taps or bubble heels allowed. Shoes may be subject to inspection by adjudicators.
Costumes must be in accordance with the I.D.T.A.N.A. and An Coimisiún guidelines. 

11. The Emerald Isle Dancers Association, Mattierin Spring Feis in the West, Mattierin  School of Irish
Dance, the W.C.I.D.T.A., the Westin Downtown Edmonton  and the City of Edmonton or any
organization affiliated with the same will not be held responsible for any personal injury, property loss
or damage during the event. 

12. Protest against breach of rules will be considered if made in writing and signed by the objector.
The objection must also be accompanied by a $25 fee and reach the Feis Committee before prizes are
presented. If the complaint is justified, the $25 fee will be refunded. 

13. All feis committees must award a minimum of 30% of competitors in Preliminary and Open
Championships. 

14. Competitors may only compete in Trophy or Championship competition, but not both. Treble Reel
trophy and “Specials” do not apply. 

15. Any form of unauthorized photo/video which has the capability to capture a dancer’s image whilst
in motion, using electronic or manual means is expressly forbidden in competition. Photo/video is
permitted on a limited basis during Tir Na Nog, First Feis and Beginner categories ONLY. No video
equipment will be allowed in the hall. This is an An Coimisiún rule. 
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16. Dancers will be required to dance two steps (32 bars) only in the regular Solo and Trophy
competitions but will be required to perform the mandatory number of bars in Preliminary and Open
Championships - i.e. 48 bars in the Reel and Treble Jig and 40 bars in the Slip Jig and Hornpipe. 

17. Notwithstanding any other conditions specified herein, the Feis Committee reserves the right to
refuse any entry and to alter or cancel any rule or condition as it may be deemed necessary in the best
interest of the Feis. All teachers will be advised. The Feis reserves the right to reject any entry for
cause, to cancel all or part of the Feis and to limit competitor’s performing time. The decision of the
Feis Committee is final in all matters connected with the Feis. 

18. Dancers shall advance in each individual solo dances as follows: 

<5 Dancers                 No placing advances 
5 - 9 dancers               1st place moves up 
10 - 19 dancers            1st, 2nd & 3rd move up 
20 – 29 dancers          1st, 2nd, 3rd & 4th move up 
30 or more dancers      1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th & 5th move up 

19. Dancers shall advance in Trophy competitions and Championship as follows:

A dancer who wins two first-place trophies in Beginner/Advanced Beginner Trophy advances
to Novice/Prizewinner Trophy
A dancer who advances to Novice or Prizewinner for the majority of their solo levels (hard
shoes in particular) automatically advances to the Novice/Prizewinner Trophy.
A dancer who wins three first-place trophies in Novice/Prizewinner Trophy advances to
Preliminary Championships.
A dancer who wins two first-place Prelim Championships advances to Open Championships.

20. Should a dancer win a Preliminary Championship competition that qualifies them to move to
Open, no refund will be offered for the second Preliminary Championship (if registered). However the
dancer may substitute the second entry credit for an entry in an Open Championship which is
upcoming in the schedule. 

21. By entering the Mattierin Spring Feis in the West, dancers, teachers, and all spectators agree to be
respectful and polite to all volunteers, competitors and their families. Disrespectful and abusive
behaviour will absolutely not be tolerated. The Feis committee reserves the right to remove anyone
from the event at their discretion. 

22. All other Feis rules as per the An Coimisiún le Rincí Gaelacha, the I.D.T.A.N.A. and the
W.C.I.D.T.A. 
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Competition Numbers

Grades

12&O
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Championship

Trophy Specials

Trophy Dance Eligibility & Requirements
Beg/Adv-Beginner Trophy: Majority of a dancer' solo competitions (at least 4 ) must be must in the Beginner or Advanced Beginner
Solo Category - 32 bars (two steps) Reel 
Novice/Prizewinner Trophy : 32 bars (two steps) Treble Jig with choice of speed
Slip Jig Special : Dancers must dance in the same category as their Solo Slip Jig
Treble Reels : 16 bars (one step down the line) Dancers must dance in the same category as their highest Hardshoe Solo

948 949 950 951 952 953 954

958 959 960 961 962 963 964

Second chance | Beg/ Adv Beg

Second chance | Nov/Prz

1121            1122          1123



Teams/Figures

Music

Adult Solos
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The Emerald Isle Dancers Association and
Mattierin Irish Dance look forward to seeing you

at our 19th annual feis this April! 
Please contact us with any questions you might have, we are happy to help. 

Michelle Formstone | Feis Director 
Phone: (780) 984-7638      

Email: info@feisinthewest.ca
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MERV BELL TCRG |  PATTI BELL  |  JESSICA BELL TCRG  |  REBECCA BELL ADCRG

mailto:info@feisinthewest.ca

